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‘Centre may
build semicon
hub in Bengal’

Sarthak.G@timesofindia.com

Kolkata: Union minister of

state for commerce and in-

dustry Jitin

Prasadasaid

on Tuesday

that Union

govimay con-

sider setting

= up an electro-

nicsandsemiconductorhub

in Bengal. He said the state

is “standing at a defining

moment to realise its long-

awaited industrial potenti-

al” that is driven by trade
and technology.

Addressing the 195th
AGM of Calcutta Chamber
of Commerce, the minister
assured attendees of Cent-
re's cooperation in chang-
ing policies for industrial
growth, which can “bring
back the golden era of Beng-
al”. He also told business
owners attending the meet
that “everything cannot be
incentivised, you also need
to stand on your own feet”.
He urged them to reap the
benefits of double-engine
govtin the state.

“What we had thought fi-
ve years ago may be redun-
dant now. Centre, in line
with state priorities, is wor-
king towards establishing
plug-and-play industrial in-
frastructurein Bengal. Govt
will build all necessary in-
frastructure so that busi-
nesses will face no road-
blocks in the state,” the mi-
nister said.
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Bengal to call
port bid soon

OUR BUREAL

Calcutta: The Bengal govern-
ment 18 set to invite bids soon
for the proposed deep-sea port
at Dadanpatrabar, pitching
the project as a potential game
changer for Industrial growth
and trade In Bengal and the
wider eastern reglon.

“The single biggest game
changer In terms of Infra-
structure 1s going to be the
Dadanpatrabar port. This has
already been announced, and
the government 1s seriously
working on this. RITES has
been given the mandate to do
the TEFR (techno-economic
feasibility report) studies, and
we are looking to go for bid
calling fairly soon,” Vandana
Yadav, principal secretary,
industry, commerce & enter-
prises department, sald at the
annual general meeting of the
Calcutta Chamber of Com-
merce on Tuesday.

The state has ldentifled
around 1,700 acres at Dadan-
patrabar for the long-delayed
project after the earlier pro-
posed location at Tajpur was
found unfeasible. Sources
close to the Adani group sald
the conglomerate may consid-
er bidding for the project once
the government invites bids

Yadav sald a deep-sea port
would address a longstanding
demand from local Industry
and help transform the bus!-
ness environment not only in
Bengal but across the East

“Steel, engineering
and textiles have been the
strengths of Bengal. But we
now need to look at certain
new things such as defence
manufacturing, semicon-
ductors, electric vehicles and
araas where we have not heen

Jitin Prasada (centre),
Union minister of state for
commerce, with principal
secretary Vandana Yadav

and other officials in

Calcutta on Tuesday

moving at the national speed,”
she said, urging industry to
focus on emerging sectors.

Jitin Prasada, Unton min-
Ister of state for commerce
and Industry and electronics
and IT, also urged Bengal's
MSMESs to tap the overseas
markets as India expands 1ts
network of free trade agree-
ments. Chip design and artifi-
clal Intelligence, he sald, were
among the areas where Bengal
had significant potential.
Vertical parks
Bengal finance minister Swa-
pan Dasgupta separately
pitched vertical Industrial
parks as a way to overcome the
state’s land constraints and re-
vive sectors such as gems and
Jewellery,

Speaking at an Indian
Chamber of Commerce con-
clave, Dasgupta sald the tradl-
tional model of large, land-in-
tenstve industrial estates was
increasingly difficult in Bengal

He proposed multi-storey
Industrial hubs where facil-
ities such as customs clear-
ance, design centres, high:
grade security and worker
accommodation could be inte-
erated. PTT sald
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OUR CORRESPONDENT
Kolkata, September 29

Union minister Jitin
Prasada on Tuesday said
West Bengal is at a defin-
ing moment to realise its
long-awaited industrial
potential, with trade and
technology emerging as the
twin engines of economic
growth.
Addressing the 195th
Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) of the Calcutta.
| Chamber of Commerce
here, Prasada said recent ente t
free trade agreements per cent of the developed
(FTAs) signed by India world, crea slgniﬁcar}t
have opened up duty-free opportunities for the state’s

market access for domestic - business community.

“Trade and technology
are the two engines propel-
ling India’s growth story.
While the developed world
brings technical expertise,
India offers unprecedented
scale, market size, and tal-
ent,” the minister said.

Prasada, the Union min-
ister of state for commerce,
industry, electronics and
IT, urged global investors
to set up joint ventures and
collaborate directly with

as a consumer market.
Highlighting the Cen-

tre’s commitment to indus-

trial growth in West Bengal,
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Prasada said the state has
significant strategic advan-
tages as a regional logistics
hub, supported by port
connectivity and estab-
lished sectors such as steel,
textiles, chemicals and
manufacturing.

He said the Centre, in
alignment with the state’s
priorities, is working
towards establishing mod-
ern, plug-and-play indus-

trial infrastructure in the |

in the state to revive its
golden era.
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MORNING INDI

Union minister of state for commerce and industry and
electronics and IT Jitin Prasada addresses the AGM of the
Calcutta Chamber of Commerce on its 195th year in

Kolkata on Tuesday.
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Union minister considers electronics,
semiconductor hub in Bengal

CiTY ) | Sep 28, 2026, 20:15 IST

Union minister of state for commerce and industry and electronics
and IT Jitin Prasada said the state |s "standing at a defining
moment to realise its long-awaited industrial potential” that is

driven by trade and technology.

[] save ’ (Z Comments ‘ /> Share ' Select as

Kolkata: Union minister of state for commerce
and industry and electronics and IT Jitin Prasada
said on Tuesday that Union govt may consider

setting up an electronics and semiconductor hub

in Bengal. He said the state is “standing at a
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Tur EcoNomic Tives

Double-engine
government in West
Bengal poised to witness
"golden period" in coming
days: Union Minister Jitin
Prasada

Synopsis

Prasada stated that the Centre is planning to set up
export facility centres in every district across the country
so that industrialists can enjoy a seamless experience and
greater ease of doing business, rather than having to
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' AN O Message

| | Kolkata: Union Minister Jitin Prasada
says, "We have come here to Kolkata and held
discussions with the people. There are excellent

prospects for the youth in the technology
sector... We are striving to encourage the youth
of Bengal, attract technology investments, and
provide opportunities for the local youth to
progress."
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Bengal can emerge as investment hub through tech,
semiconductor design: MoS Jitin Prasada

P Lot aprereres

t F touce o Lo

ANI | Updated

Kolkata (West Bengal) [india], September 29 (ANI): Union Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry Jitin Prasada Bengal stated that Bengal holds immense
potential to attract fresh capital, particularly in emerging technological domains
such as artificial intelligence, data centers, and semiconductors.
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Kolkata, West Bengal: Union Minister of State
Jitin Prasada says, "A double-engine
government is functioning. Under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the national
level and the Chief Minister in Bengal, the
shortcomings are being addressed very quickly.
Now, Bengal will remain a priority..."
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Bengal poised for major industrial leap
with tech, trade as growth drivers: Jitin
Prasada
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Union Minister Jitin Prasada Envisions Bengal as Key Driver for Viksit Bharat at Calcutta Chamber
of Commerce’s 195th AGM

KOLKATA — The Calcutta Chamber of Commerce held the Inaugural Session of its landmark
195th Annual General Meeting at The Lalit Great Eastern, featuring Shri Jitin Prasada, Union
Minister of State for Commerce & Industry and Electronics & IT, as the Chief Guest and Keynote
Speaker alongside Guest of Honour Ms. Vandana Yadav, IAS, Principal Secretary, Department of
Industry. Commerce and Enterprises, Government of West Bengal.
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Bengal poised for major industrial leap with tech, trade as
growth drivers: Jitin Prasada

Folkata, Sep 28 (PTI) Union minister Jiin Prasada on Tuesday said West Bangal is at 2 defining
mament to realise its long-awaited industrial potential, with trade and technology emerging as
the twin engines of economic growth. Addressing the 185th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of
the Calcutta Chamber of Commerce here, Prasada said recent free trade [ ]
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VOICE OF NORTHEAST INDIA

Jitin Prasada emphasises
nunitiesforsengalyomhat
Calcutta Chamber A
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Bengal can emerge as
investment hub through
tech, semiconductor design:
MoS Jitin Prasada

ANI
Updated At : 0507 PM Sep 29, 2026 IST

F X O

Kolkata (West Bengal) [India], September 29
(ANI): Union Minister of State for Commerce
and Industry Jitin Prasada Bengal stated that
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Calcutta Chamber of Commerce
Holds Inaugural Session of its 195th
Annual General Meeting

Lammert
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Calcutta Charmter of Cormmerde Holds Inaugural Session of its 195th Annual General

Meeting

Shri ¥in Prasada, Hon'bie Minister of State for Commerce & Industry and Bedtronics &

Information Tedhnoiegy, Govemment of India, Graced the Occasaon as Ohwel Guast

Kolkata, 29 September 2026:
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@DDBanglaNews 1 like 111 views 16 hrago #JitinPrasada ...more
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