‘No. ol passport issuance in
city likely to cross 6L in 2023

‘Demand to rises exponentially in May & Durga Puja’
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KOLKATA: In 2023, the total
rurriber of Inclias passports sued
Erown the regional passpont office,
Kalkata, might cross six lakh,
“In 2022, we had issued a little
less than sk lakh passports from
our regional passport office in
Kalkata but this time, there's a
possibility that the number will
cross six lakh. Ashish Mididha,
regional passport officer (RPO),
Kolxata, who looks after pass-
port issuance in West Bengal,
sikkim, Tripura, and Andaman
anil Nieohar Idlandds wald Mil-
kennbiom Poslt,

Middhi saicl there wosa dip
1§} [rasspo 1451 |:I||r1|.=|.||.|ri|:|i._! thiz
v, Bt ceovw, el 3,006
passportsare printed every day
a1 the reglonal passport office
kn Kolkata, With the suminer
hodldays coming up in May, the
demand for parts will rise
exponcntially in Kolkata, he
stated. “In May and Durgn Puija,
theres u significant rise in the
number of passport issuance

Regiomol possport officer Ashish
Wlddka BT

with several Indians looking to
g0 overseas 1o spend holidays.”
he swid at the Calaata Chiomn
her of Coammercs IFoRRLT e
@ city hotel,

MickIhi sadcled tleal the pov
erfurnent and the passport offices
i recent Hmes have laken sev
eral actions to address ssues
of escalating demand, techns-
cal plitches, streamlining the
application procedure, strength-
ening background chedks, groaw-
ing its network of PSKs, and
working with luw enforcement
Orpanisations.

‘Nearly 3,000
passports are
printed every day
at the regional
passpert office in
Kolkata'

Happy with the imtroduc-
tion of a paperfess svstem and
the popularity of Digilocker, an
online document wallet to store
passport information, Middha
saicd socary the I'l.-]'in'i:-:lr!u_1|"|"::-:1{rr
ral AdTirs will start the bea
ance of e-passports, Though he
chichint T thmetine, Re said,
“Iin MK, a few e passports were
essued through pelot projects (o
check the feasibxility. But before
the entire population |s lsseed
C-PaAsSpPOrts, it's mandamwry to
haﬂ a mechanism, which is full-
prood and unhackable, E-pass-
ports will happen soon;” he said.

Before becoming RPC), Kol

ﬁ fata, I'-;ij,del-luq.ﬂ"n.hj as e e
|

tor i the Ministry of External
Affairs, New Delli, and asa nodal
proint for Indias Azadi Ka Amril
Mahotsav celebrations through
Incbian mssions and posts acnoss
the globe, From 2013-3017, he
served as the deputy RP'O In
the Kolkata.

Earlier, the Passpart Seva
Kendra {PSK) in Kolkata used
to accept 150 upplications every
day. But recently, Middha has
written to the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs to increase the num-
ber to 200,

Urging Indians to opt for
narmal passports over tatkaal,
he saick " The generul iclea s thnt
tatkaal passport issuance is like
ribwnry tathasal, A tatkad agypica
thor womall b processed wnder
post-police verification, Bul after
checking the documents, if the
passport offices find anything
adverse, then passports will be
granted on pre-podice verifica-
tion. 8o, there's no guarantee
that with tatkaal application,
you will be ensured post police
verification.”



